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favour; but tMngs were altered "by the arrival of 20,000
Prussian cavalry, who, having crushed Eoussel d'Urbal's
division, sent unsupported more than a league ahead, attacked
us with overpowering forces. Their approach was notified to
us by the return of General Exelmans, who, as I said, had
left his division and gone off almost alone to get back from
Sebastiani his guns, which that general had unwisely attached
to Eoussel d'Urbal's division. He had not found S6bastiani,
but had reached the first division in time to see his guns
captured, together with d'Urbal's own, and to find himself
caught in the rout of his colleague's squadrons. We felt a
presentiment of disaster on seeing our general hurry up with
changed countenance, and having lost his hat and even his
belt. In haste we halted our soldiers, who were engaged
in sabring the enemy's infantry ; but before we could re-form
them we were enveloped by the Prussian squadron, who
pursued the remains of d'Urbal's division right into our
ranks.

In an instant the 5,000 or 6,000 combatants of S6bas-
tiani's corps were overwhelmed by 20,000 troopers, nearly all
uhlans, and therefore armed with the lance, a weapon which
only a few squadrons of ours carried. The groups which we
formed were thus, in spite of all our efforts, constantly
broken up, and the enemy pushed us steadily back to the end
of the plain, where the steep descent to the Katzbach
begins.

At this point we were received by two divisions of French
infantry, in rear of which we hoped to rally ; but our men's
muskets were also too wet to be fired. Their only means of
defence was a battery of six pieces, with which and their
bayonets they checked the enemy for a moment ; but the
Prussian generals brought up twenty pieces, the French guns
were dismounted in an instant, and their battalions broken.
Then, with one general hurrah, the enemy's troopers hurled
us down in disorder to the Katzbach. The stream, which we
had crossed in the morning with difficulty, had been trans-
formed by the deluge of rain which had fallen all day long
into a raging torrent. The water had overflowed, coveringel Perquit could be heard, shouting,
